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THE OPLRRAT » PABACHUTE INFANTHY
REGTVENTAL Coup .w THE RECAFTURE OF .
CORREGIDOR TSLAND 16 FUBRUARY = 8 MARCH 1945,
(Luzon cavELIGH)

{Personal Observations of a Parachute Battalion Commander)

ODECTIVE

This wonograph covers the operation of the 5034 Parachute Infantry
Regimental Combat Tesm in the airbvorne assavli on Jorregidor Island,
Philippines during the period 16 February - § ¥areh 1945 i the part
it played in the requning of Hanila BSay to Allied shipping.

In order to orlent the rﬁaﬂ&y, it will be necessary to discuss brief-
1y the major eventbs wﬁich;lﬁﬁ wp bo this action.

Barly in January 1945, the forces of the ¥. 5. Sixth Army were poised
and ready to strike at the major Jepanese forces on Lugon Islend, Philip
pines, Organized resisbance on Leyte and Mindoro had ceased by the end
of 19his Thug the first two phases of the overall plan to liberate the
Philippine islamm§ﬁ&ra completeds (1) (Bee Hap 4)

froops oi the Ye S Bixvh drny sbeamed into Lmn@ayan Gulf, Lnson
Islands Preceded by an intense aerisl and navel bombardment, these forces
landed on § Jamusary 1945 and pushed inlsnd to sccure this beachhsade
Contioming their relentless advance, spearheads of these forces had roached
the northern and edstern outskiris of Menila by 3 Februsry 1945. (2)

(Bee Mep &)

In the meantime, to cut off Manila from the south, edditimmal U Se
forces had landed in Batangas Province, Iugon, and drovs toward Yanila
fxom the gouths These farcﬁs were approaching the southern edges of the
eity by 11 February 1945, (3) {See Map 4)

| Troops of the XI Us 8. Corps had secured the Suble Bay area and
early in February 1715 were pushing east to lsolate Babtzan Peninsula.

(1) &=y pe 13 (2) &1, pe 13 (3) A~1, pe 23 (h) A-1, pe 2.



Witk sl isileations polnbing towsrd the &&riy'ii@&r&%iﬁﬁ'6§ ¥anila,
it becums imperative to formalate and mﬂﬁéiﬁﬁﬁ«pl&Rﬁ for the reopening
of Manila Bay a% an early dabes @#ith the relentless drive conliniing
towerd Manila by the forees to the north, sovth and east ol thet cily and
with the neck of DBabaan FPeninsulas belng sealed oii by troops ol the xx
Ue G4 Corps, it wes believed that the Japsnese troops belng sealed up on
Bataan Peninguls snd in the eity of Manils would follow the seme course,
sdopted by the herd pressed troops under Generel Feimwright in 1942
Thig course had buen & general withdrawal of troops from Batesn aud ¥enlla
to the fortress of iﬁ%’;ﬁ%ﬁiﬁﬁ? with & c@mﬁﬁmﬂm incresse in the deflensive
strength aveilable to the cumgader on Corrsgider Islend. {5)

A stndy of & map in&:mm% the steategit i

portance of Corrsgidoy

Teland, Sitting astride the entrance to ¥

s Bay, the possession of

ingures conbrel of the barbor entrance %o the possessor. From
its eliffs, lookoubs hed for past eenturies sipnalled the spyrosch of
Chinese Junk, Moro vinta and eralt of all typos ss they ueared Manila, the

®Paurl of the Orient." {%‘5} {Bee ¥ap B)

The plan for magwmzfg Hanila Bayy ss submibled by the Sdath Lomy
Comvander el approved ’s;?ay}a eral ¥achrthur; ¢alled for troops of XI Us B¢
Sww ti lmﬁﬂ on the w&t&mm tip of i&amm Feningula in the ¥eriveles
Bay arsa on D=lay. Gthw troops of the Corps were to drivs south down the
east cvast of the wmma:ﬁ;l& to effect soushbact with the troops laading in
the Beriveies Bay arca. | Tim foree making thﬁa landing at Hariveles Bay
was to be secompanied hﬁf a reinforged infantry bettelions. This battalion

wag not scheduled to lend anless eneny action made thelr lsnding nscessery

for safety Tensons. a}n 3’} plus vne, the 503d Farsclmbte Infuntyry Regimen—
tal Combat Teanm, mmwwd by ¥ipghth jrvay {rom Mindore, was to drop on

Corregidor Izland, ﬁmm airborne, comsand of this ROT pessed from Bighth
| Army bo the Comnanding Eg@mml of the Fifth Air Fores. Upon landing,

(5) 4Ly ps 23 (6) A=2, 1o 1.
| L



\the airborne force ¢came under the eommand 6f the XI Us S+ Corps qf
Sixth Armye m éan;;mem&n with the airborne assanlt, the reinforced
‘battalion accompanying the Mariveles Bay force was to make an amphibious
landing m‘\saymgﬁiﬂar Island, Upon completion of their amphibious
landing, this battalion passed to the control of the Commanding Officer
of the Parwﬁmer RCT. D-Day was set for 12 February 1945. (7) (See

| ¥ap B)

AIRBORNE COMMANDERS ESTIMATY AND PLAN

On 8 Fiﬁ%amar}:: 1943, & copy of Sixth Army Field Order No. L8 em-
bodying details of the operation was delivered to the Headguarters of the
Parachute zwr on Eﬁimie‘:m by the Airborne liaison Officer of Sixth Army. (8)

It might be well at this point to briefly outline the forces avail-
able for the airborne sssavlt, The infantry units of the RCT consisted
of three mf‘mtry aat‘mal:i@m 3 & service e@mpm;y 3 and a headquarters and
headquarters rm&maﬁm Each battalion ma three rifle companiss, each
company wﬁﬁwmng of . three rifle mlatoéns and a 60-ma mortar platoon
(Bmortars); a battalian ?zaaﬁq&avtam company consisting of a 30 cale light
machine gun plamma, an 81~mm mortar platoon, a commnication platoon and
an attached nxmii«ml datmment. In addition to the infantry uni‘os s bhe
RCT had as qumm forces; a field artillery battsalion and an enginaser
COmMpPANY s rz‘m ‘artillery battalion consisted of & headquarters and service

batterys 3 glm *m,terma armed with the 75~mm pack howitzer (A, B, C)}

and 1 batter;y armed with the 50 caliber machine gun (D)s The angins&r

company ewmiamd of a company headguarters platoon and three englineer

support pla#ﬂms This RCT had never operated as part of & larger unit
bzrb ayerata@ dirvectly under Army or GHQ control. (9)

mdmmw upon receipt of the 31xth Army order, the stafl and
hatmliﬁn and separate company comuenders were alerteds Map studies a.f;‘
the ialand’ mrs begun and checks and inspsctions initiated to complew
the saqmpz{z&nﬁ of subordinste units. {(10)

(7) a-1, p. W-B'(}; (8)y (9), (10) Personal knowledge,
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. & mep gtudy of the island immediatoly disclosed several salient
features of the terrain. Corregidor is a tadpole sheped island, running
east to westy ab the entrance of Menila Bay. The hesd of the tadpole
(the west end of the island) is called Topside. It is a 5C0 foot platean
that drops inbo deep raviess and oliffs to the water's edge on all sides,
This part of the island is approximetely 2,500 yards in diameter. The
thin waist of the tadpole is called Bottomside. It is about 500 yards
wide and rises to about twenty~five feel above water level, Over-looking
Bottonside, and to the sast of it, 1s the steep, jagged wass of Malinta
Hill towering LOO feet into the eir. This hill sits squarely across
the parrow weist of the island., It is spproximately 800 yards long from
north to south and only 300 yards wide, From Malinta Pill, the tail of
the islend siretches out for sbout B,GﬁObyarda to the east. This tail
averages from 50 yards wide at its eastern extremity to about 800 yards
where it reaches Malinta Hill., A hog back ridge rising to about 175
feet rune slong the entire length of thé tail. (See Map C)

derial resonuaissence Ilights over the island were begun to make
a close gtudy of possivle drop arcas. These flights disclosed that there
were only thres possible drop areas. One was an abandoned airstrip
(Kindley Field) approrimately 100 yards wide and 500 yards long near the
eastern extrexity of the islands Troops dropped here would be exposad'
to enemy fire frvom high ground et Malinta Hill and from Topside. 4&n
attack from this arcs would have to move ag&inﬁi heavily defended higher
ground, Ko further consideration of this téﬁtative drop arca was given
as & landing here achleved nothing more than could be sechieved by an
awphibions assault. (11) (Ses ¥ep C) |

The other two possible drop areas were located on Topside, (12)
These areas were the only other places on the ieland that had any
resemﬁlanc@‘ta open grounds Area "A® was the old pre-~war parade ground
and approximated 100 yards by 150 yards. (See Map C) Arca "BY was an

(1}.) Q“Q, Be 23 (12} ﬁ""z, Ds 2e



old goif course aboubt 150 yards by 250 yﬁrﬁs‘laaaﬁed Just south of
Arsa WA%, (See Hap C) Aerial reconnaissance disclosed that these fields
were surrounded by wrecked concrete buildings, pock-marked with bomb
and shell craters and covered with rocks, scrap iron and tin roofing.
Small treeg on these fielde had been bombed to such an extent that‘
only stubs of from two to eipght Leet in heipght remeined. The danger of
being dmpaled on one of these tree stubg was apparent to all. To add
4u the haBards, the drop fields sloped sharply‘@t their extremitles to
end in sheer cliffs. However the hagzards of the drop arcas would simply
have to be accepted. Thers was nothing else to do. These fields were
accepted and plans for the mission of the units began to .ake forme (13)

How that the decision to drop on Topside had been made, i1 was
necessary o plan for naval and alr bombardwment of this area to reduce
to & minimum the enesy forces maintained on Topside during d&yiight hours,
as this was the time the drop would be made. (1h) To secure the fire
support and coordination necessary to successiully accomplisb this
mission, canfar&naéa had already begun on the higher levels of commande
The first of these was held at Sixth Army Headguarters aﬁ 5 February and
at'XI Gorps Headquarters on 7 Fabruary. On 8§ Pebruary the final detsils
for this support and coordination were planned aboard the flagship of
the Commander, Amphibious Group Wine. Those present for this confer—
ence were the Commanding Genersl, XI Corpsi the Commanding General,
Shth Troop Carrier Wings the Commander, Seventh Amphibious Forces; the
Commander, Cruisers Seventh Fleet; the Comuander, Amphibious Group Ninej
G~3, XI Corps; A-B,Fifth Air Forcei G-3, Sixth Army; the Commanding
Officer, 503d Farachute Infantry Hegimental Cowbat Teamj the Adrborne
Lisison Officer, Sixth Army; and various staff officers assigned to the
headquarters and comssnds named. (15) |

The final detailed plan evolved as a result of this last conference
salled for the 151st lmfantry‘ﬁegimﬁnﬁal Copbat Team to make thé landing

(13 Personal knowledge; (1h) A~l, pe 505 {15) A=3, pe 58-89,



on the southern tip of Bataan Peninsula in the Marivales area on D-Day.
This ROT would stage from the Sublc Hay area. The 3¢ Battalion, 34th
Infaniry Regiment reinforeed by 3d I Latuan, AT Company and 34 Flatoong

Cannon Company of the 34th Infuntry Fegizent would accompany the 15lst

ROTy remain aboard landing craft in ibhe Hariveles area, and would meke
the amphivious landing on Corregidor on D plus 1 albor the alrborne
assanlt had begun. fh& 503%d Farachute ROT would begin its lsndings early
on the morning of D plus 1. ALl three forces would be under the compand
of the Commending General, XI U. 5. Corps. {(16) (Ses ¥ap B) In the
meantine a recommendstion %o vostpone S-Day to 15 February 194, had been
approved by General Machrthur. (17)

The air support phase of the Corregi

e

idor operation actually vegan &s
early as 23 January 1945 when 180 two hundred {ifty pound GF (general
purpose) bombs were dropped on the island, and strafing of gun rositions

was carrisd out. Py the day of the airborne assault (16 sebru&ry'l9h§),

1,012 sortiss bad

itted in 3,120 tons of b“ﬂuu paing dropped on the

i can best te shown by the diminish-

island. The resulits of this bombl
ing antialreraft opposiltion encountvered. Thie opposition went from
intense during esrly bombing raids to none by D=Day. Most of these

boms were droppsd on eneny installations on Topside, the area where the
airborpe asgsanlt would be made. Corregidor was subjected to the heaviest

.

and most intensive aerdal pounding to which any area of comparable size

'i
e
N
v

(less than one sguare wile) had been subjected during the eantire war in
the Pacific area., (16

The Nevel softening wp of the island began on 13 February 1945 when

a task foree, consisting of five erulsers, six destroyers, PT bosts and

o shelling piliboxes, water line caves, tunnels amd
zun emplacements on ¥ariveles and Correglidor. This shelling contimed
through the landing made on Corregidor on 16 February 15915. {(19)

In the mﬂanbl@., plamning ab the headouarters of the Purachote ROT

(18) &~k, po 23 (17) £~1, p. 513 (1B) &=3, pe 593 (1%) A=3, pe 60,
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was rapidly being completed. (20) Liaison had been established with the
317th Troop Qarrier Croup based on Eindaré'Islanﬁ. This unit had the
migsion of transporting the alrborne troops from Mindoro to Corregidor,
and for supplying the necessary transport for aerial resupply until water
transported resupply could be effected. This unit had 51 C-47 planes,
15 of which were equipped with artillery dropping pare-racks. These
plancs were vapable of dropping spproximately 1,000 trpeps at one 1ift,
plus bundles of supplies and equipment not carried on the person of the
~ individual, (21} The limited capacity of the airborne 1ift at one time
 dictated that the Parachute RCT wvmld;havevta be transported in three
lifts since the total strength of the RCT spproached 3,000 men. (22)
Sand taeble models of the island had been congtructed and all troops
studied these models along with aerial photographs. Detailed instructions
a8 to the part to be played by each individual in the operation were
covered. IEvery jumpmaster was flown over Corregidor and made an aerial
reconnaissange of the drop fi&ids. helief and form maps of the lsland
were flown to Mindore from (@neral MacArthur's headquarters. As an indi-
cation of the importance attached to this mission by GHQ, General
Hachrthur dispatched Major General Marguab, his staff advisor on Coast
Artillery and antiaireraft matters, to Mindoro to brief the parachute units
on all that he knew about the terrain on Corregidor. Gensral Harquat had
been on Gmrrﬁgidw: with General MacArthur and was evacuated from the island
in 1942 along with'éaﬁ&r&l'ﬁaﬂkrthuramﬂ;ashar members of his staff, (23)
As the softening up of the island by air continued, all available
inteiligane& af‘anﬁmy\fara&s and dispositions of his troops was being
gathered. Several officers and enlisted men of the Paractute HCT had
gerved on Corregider prior to 1941 and were invaluable sources of in-
formation about the tunnels, gun emplacements and underground barracks
and storage areas. Known facﬁs, based on previous occupation of the
island by American troops, were that Malinta Tunnel runs through the base
of ¥elinta Hill from east to west with a main entrance at each end. Korth
and south wing tunnels join the main tumnel inside and come out at

{2) Personal knowledgey (21) A-L, p. L; (22) Personal knowledge; (23)
Personal knowledge. 9



sualler entrances on the nspth wd sowth eldes of the ills The yugged
terrain of the lsland makesit an excellent site for the creation of an
almogt lmpregneble fortress. ﬁmﬁr&¢$ﬁ4£bw¢&@ price to the war developed
thess natural festures extensivelys The defenses consisted of an elsbor-
ate system of punerebte and steel reiﬂfﬁrﬁﬁd explacesents, plllbores,
undevground storage sites for emmnition and supplies, and underground
barracks. ALL major defensive inglallations wers connected by sn effect~
ive system of tunnels. Thess undergrouwnd instellations would be imper—
vieus to direct hits by bombs and nevel gun five. Any sdditional in=
stallations oreeted by the Jepanese during the period of oceupsney were
uniknowti, The approximats strength of enemy forcss was unknown and there
was ne way of gathering this information without endangering the security
of the coming operations It was estlmated that hi& defensive plan would
senerally follow thet adopted by General Walmeright in 1942, After the
agaault hed been modey this estisate of his ﬁl&m.ﬁra?@d agourates This

astimele was brigd

1y a disposition of approximately half of whatever
troops he had gvallable on the leland perimeter to werd off an amphds -
blous landing sny plece on the lslands The bulance of his fores would
be held in ressrve in the tunnels of ¥alinka Hill to contain any landing
mude on the tﬁix of the leland; to ward ofi su appbibions landing on the
waist of the island just weet of Malinda Hillj and te reinforce his perd
meter troops at any point. (2k)

& thorough knowledge of all defensive messures Luken by the eneay
island copmander would be extrenely interesting. However this inforpation
is not available. Enemy personnel capbured during the course of the
operation discloged thet the islend commender had been directed by the
genior Jspanese comander iu the Fhilippines, General Yamashitae, to take

sprropriste deferaive meacures agsinet a possible airborne assault. In

complisnce with this dizective, the lslend commender had nade & recon=
nalgsance snd anpounged to his atafl that an sirborne sssauld couldd aol
take place dus to Jack of sultable Landing aresss However, bo cover

(2h) Persomal knowledge,
10



himselfl, he had extensive wmine filelds pleced on the landing strip
(Kindley Field) on the &aﬁﬁafn end of the island. {(See ﬁéy ) No other
antiairborne defensive measures were adopbed. (25)

The total minlmum esbimated enemy forces on the lsland were announeed

f

as 850, (26)

Since the limited lifting capacity of the available aircraft would
allow & force of battalion sise, reiniorced, to be dropped at one tinme,
the supporting machine gun fire of esch battalion was trebled by Te~
organization of the battalion headquarters companies. Iwo additional
machine gun platoons wers added Lo each battalion, giving each battalion
three light mechine gun platoons (L guns each). The organization of the
edditional machine gun platoon presented no provlem as e?@ry man in the
regiment had received inatruction in the {iring of all weapons organic to
the infantry regiment. Since each battalion lift would have its pro-
portionate share of artillery support, this in effect mude each battalion
a @mall, bub well belanced combat team within itself. (27)

The regimental fisld order (FO No. 9) was issued on 1h February 19L5.
This order ﬁeéign&ﬁaﬁrﬁﬁe troops to comprise each lif%, their mission, and
the equipment to be carried by the assault schelons. The {irst 1ift, to
be dropped baginning at 0830 hour on D plus one, carried a detachment
of Regimental Headguarters! Company and Serviece Companys the 3d Battalion,
503d¢ Parachute Infantry Regiment; Battery A (75-me Pack Howitzers) and one
platoon of Battery D (.50 caliber Machine Guns), 462d Farachute Field
Artillery Battalion; and Company C, 16lst Parachute Enginesr Battalion. The
second 1ift, to be dropped beginning at 1215 hour on D plus one, was composed
of the 2d Battalion, 5034 Farachute Infantry Regiment; Battery D (75-ma
Pack Howitzers) and one platoon of Batbery D (.50 caliber Wachine Guns),
h62d Farachute Field Artillery Battalion; a detachment of Service Coupany
and the balance of Regimental Headquarters Company. The third 1ift, to be
dropped at UB30 hour en D plus two, was composed of lst Battalion, 503d
Parachute Infantry Regiment; Battery C {7§—mm Pack Howitzers) and one
platoon of Hattery ﬁ_(.SQ caliber Machine Guns); 4624 Parachute Field

(25) Personal knowledge; (26) A-5 (Int. Est.); (27) Personal knowledge.
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Artillery Battalion. Tﬁe Headguarters and Service Batiery of the Field
srtillery Battalion was divided between the first two iifts. 3d
Battalion, 3Lth Infantry (reinforced), was to 1and anphibiously on San
Jose Beach, Corregidor, at 1030 hour on D plus one, and pass to control
of the Parachute RCT commander upon landing. (28)

Bach parachutist was to carry one unit of ammunition on his person
for the individual weapon, and four meals of the "K® ration plus two
~canteens of water. Ammunition for the crew served weapons, of necessity,
had to be dropped in bundles. MNedical ald men were to drop with their
platoons and the Battalion and Rﬁgiﬁ%ﬂt&l Ald Station Groups were to
drep with the Battalion and Regimental Headquarters respectively. (29)

An interesting innovation, born of necessity, is worth mentioning
here., The dectrine taught at the Parachute School prior to leiving the
continental U. S., envisaged dropping all weapons, excepit the small
individual weapon, by container. Combat experience gained during the
courge of the regimentts fight from Australia to the Philippines, most
of this in jungle bterrain, demonstrated thut the recovery of these
bundles was in all cases difficult and in some impoasible; Therefore
in this operation, every weapon in the regiment, with the exception of
the artillery pieces, .50 caliber machine guns, flame throwers and 8l-mm
mortars, were jumped on the person of the individual soldier. This system
extended to all signal communication equipment with the exception of the
SCR~284 radio set. (30)

A1l resupply was %o be by air until the tactical situation allowed
supplies to be moved in by water. 12 C~L7s were allocated for these
aerial resupply missions. (31)

Initial missions had been assigned units as follows:

3d Battalion, 503d Parachute Infantry=-Drop on Fielda "A" and "B
commencing at 0830 hour on D plus one; secure the drop areaj set
up & perimeter generslly along the 500 foot contour line of

(28) A~5, par. 33 (29) A~5, (Adm. O.); (30) Personal knowledge; (31) A-l,
Pe 530 }
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Topsidey support by fire the amphibicus lending of 3d Batta-

lion, 34tk Infanbry at 1030 and, upon relief along the defen~

give perimeter by units of the second 1ift, to drive toward

Welinta Hill to effect contact with the 3d Battalion, 3kLth

Infantry. (See Map C)

2d Battalion, 503d Parachute Infantry--Drop on Flelds “AY

and ¥BY commencing st 12153 relieve the 3d Batitalion from

defense of the drop zone, and exploit the terrain north and

west of the drop zoue. (See Hap C)

3d Battalion, 3lth Infantry (reinforced)—Land on San Jose

Beach at 1030, secure beachhead and Melinta Hill area and

éff@et gontact with the 3d Battalion, 503d Perachute Infantry

ﬁ@giﬁen%. {Bee 1ap C)

lst Battalion, 503d Parachute Infantry Keglment—Drop on

Fields & and B commencing at 0030 on I plus 2 as RCT reserve

and be prevared, on order, to exploit terrain south of the

drop sone. {(See lap C)

4624 Parachute Field Artillery Battalion-~Elements of this

unit teo drop with the infantry battalion they were supporting

and to furnish fire support as directed by the infantry

battalion commander, (Sec Map C)

Company 0, 16lst Parachute Engineer Battalion (less one

platoon dropping on Fleld ?&“ with the 3d Battalion) to drop

ort Field "8" and be prepared to srect ruvad blocks, destroy

eneny fortifications by demolition as directed by RCT com-

mander and 1o be prepared to attach one plabtoon to the 24

Battalion and one platoon to the let Battalion, 503d RCT

upon thedir landing. (32) (See iap C)

Sinece nothing was definitely known of the actual snemy sirength
or digpositions; the detuiled missions assigoed units would depend on the

(32§»§£ pare 3a
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situation confronting the BCT Compander after the landings had been made.
#With all plans completed, the units waited impatiently for 16

Pebruary. All personnel were restricted te ths arsa on the night of

15 February. Capbured Japanese movies showing the fall of Corregidor

in 1942 and the insulting treatment of the imerican flapg and prisoners

of war were shown the troops of the ROT. (33)

THE EBXECUTION OF THE FLAN

Early on the morning of 16 Pebruary, the first 1ift of the Parachute
asgault element was airborne and headed toward Corregidor. The formation
flew in two columns of single planes in trail, one column over sach
field. The prevailing wind from northeast to southwest and the smallness
of the fields had dictated a plan whereby each plane contained not more
than 2l paraciutists plus amaximum of three bundles. A maximum of eight
men plus one bundle would leave the plane at each pass over the field.
Flanes would follow a west to east course, flying into the w&nd,bcircle
and fly the sscond pass. This completely disregarded the approved
‘doctrine of getting the maxium number of men on the ground in the mini~
mum time interval. Furthermore it meant that each plane exposed itself
to ground {ire three times. This condition had to be aecept@d. The pre-
vailing wind generally followed the long axis of the {ield vwhich meant
that the junpmasters had to wait until the drop zone had besn passed before
giving the command to jump. 4 control plane containing the Parachute RCT
Commander wonld contimue to circle the island at a greater height than
the troop carriers and, by voice radio with the carriers, attempt to
make corrections in the line of flight af»tha carriers or alter the
count of the jumpmasters based on observation of sticks of men already
dropped. A4 "Go" point had been gelected for each of the two drop zones.
In each case this *Go" point was a prominent terrvain feature known to
the pilots, co~pilots and each Jumpmuster. The procedure adopted for

(33) pPersonal knowledge.
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perachute jusp for any of these men. ‘wo destroyers wers in conbinuous
gupport of the ground units fw@mAthe moment of the first drop to the end
of the operationy one destroysr supporting tramps on tbe western part
of the 1sland and one ready to fire for units on the eastern area of

the dsland., Jerial swpport, uswelly P-h7e with two 300 pound bombs or
twa'bﬁlly tanks of Napalmy was overhead contimwousgly duriag daylight
hours for the duration of the operation. With the air and naval liaison
units eshore with the ground troops, a mission usually required only a
feow minutes to securs, (37)

At 1030 hour the amphibious landing was wade on San Jouse Beach,

Just west of Haelinte Hill, by the 3d Battelion, 2hth Infantry (rein-
forced) gtaging from Yarivelas., This assawalt was covered by close naval
fire. This force found the beach area extengively mined and suffered
heavy pergonnel and squipment losses from these mines tefore they secursd
the top of Halinta Hill. Cpposition was stunned by the preparatory fires
and the battalionts objsctive was quickly taken. The navel gunfire had
started landslides and some of the tunnel entrsnces af Malints Hill had
been sealed by these slides. After securing the erest of the hill auto~
matie‘wwmpw§s were glted on all known entrances to the tunnels to keep
the enemy bottled up inside Molints Hill. (38) (See ap D)

It is noteworthy that the preparatory softening up of Topside wus
go effective and the enemy was driven so deeply into his underground
sanctuaries, thalt the airborne troops were able Yo give the amphibious
unit 50 caliber sachine gun)ﬁngymr%'durin% its landing., (09)

The author of thie monograph communded the 2d Batialiony 503d Paraw-
chute Infanbry Bepiment, In oxder Yo effect a speedy relief of i‘;m 3d
Bettalion on its defensive perimeter positions; the Batislion u“3 and
the executlve officers of Compauies D, % and ¥ bad been sent along with
tie first 1ift to be able to quickiy‘&aquaint their respective commonders
with the sitwation upon axrival of the second lift and to expedite moving

(37) 4~6, pe 173 (38) A=y pe 535 (39) 4~2, pu To
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thess units into pﬁ@iﬁiﬁﬂq (LO)

The gscond 1ift beeame airbornme snd spproached Corregidor Island
about 1220 hour, i‘ﬁknwn “%34:5 ﬁé Battalion CJommander was the fact that the
- RCT Commander had radiced to YT &Qrﬁavr%qaéating\thaﬁ the drop of the

gecond 1ift be eancelled and that this unib move in smphibiously the

following day. This action by the RCT Commsnder was based on two sup-
positions on his parts

(1) That the troops uf the first 1ift had gained suck a
tactical advantage that they cald not be overrun by the ensuye

(2} Jump caguvaltics had been se heavy on the first 1ift that .
the effective sbrength of the sssault forces could V%ryJaQVarﬁaly affsct
%he'aatmemﬁ of the ég&r&ti@n if the same sconditions preveiled during the
geeond drop. Also congidered #u& the faet that the enemy had been
- alsrted @nﬁ}thﬂ‘sﬁeg.d it canlé~axpé¢t intense gréund fire to be direct-
ad sl the plan&s amd‘pwrmenneiyak they floated earthward. This message
failed to g¢lear iv tiise and the drop of the second 1ift began about 1230
hour and by 1345 hour the eatire 1ift was on the groundy being asserbled
preparatory to moving inbe posibion to relieve the 3d Battalion. (l1)

fnemy fire directed agsinst the troop ecarriers of the second 1ift

wae heavy but f@wtﬁ&&aaitiss‘WEr@ suifsred. 4An element of good fortune
entered into the drep of the second 1ift. When the plancs were only &
couple of minutes away irom Lhe "Go¥ point, the wind whieh had reached
a veloeity of about 30 miles pef hour died down to a very gentle Dresizes
Consequently the casualties sulfered &é a result of jumps were negligibie
when compared with those of the firgt 1ift. {(42)

By 1500 hour: the companies of the 24 Battalion had moved inteo
position, assisted in expanding the perimeter to more fgvorasble terrain
and were prﬁparing for the following dsy's operatiom. (L3) (See Map D}

Patrols of the 3d Battalion, 5034 Faraciute Infantry had mede cone
taet with the 3d Battalion, 3hth Infantry patrolling west from Malinta
Hill but the rauie from Topside to the beach saros was far from secure.
(o), (1), (L2), (L3), Persomal knowledse.
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By this time it was apparent that the estimate of 850 enemy on the island
had missed its mark by many %hmwanﬂs. (hh) (See Map D)

By the end of the day 2,065 personnsl had landed on the island by
purachute. The total jump casuslties mounted to 222 or 10.7% of the
total foree jumping, The first 1ift suffered sbout 75% of these Jump
casualiies. It had been estimated that 20§ of the force might be incapa-~
citated as & yesult of jump injuries. It was felt by all concerned that

making the assault vertically, even though it was the most difficuld

and hagardous mission ever assigned to a parachute unit, would result in
fewer cssuslties thaen thoge to be expected as & result of m‘ amphibiong |
agsault alone. (L5)

Conditions encountered by the troops of the first 1i£‘ts caused many
‘men to land over the sides of the eliff baufsdmg #B% Pield and some indi-
viduals were sven blown into the ocean. These men were immediately msa’mﬁ
by patrol boats standing by for just sueh an eventuality. Some of the
men landing over t&m ¢1iff gathered on the beamch and were picked up by

sakwater Point decided to find

boat, However one group landing near
their way up the cliff sides and steep ravines and rejoin their unite

on Topside. Captain Ijn Jtagaki, the Japanese Comsander on Corregldor

had been informed of the approach of boats carrying the amphibious units
and had gone from ?:ia CP inside Malinta Tunnel to an OP né&r Breakwater
Point., There his party ran inte this group of paratroopers and in the
ensuing skirmish the Japanese Commander was killed, This must have added
immessurably  to the confusion of the enemy. (L6)

By late afternoon, 16 February 1945, the area held on Tépsida was
about 1,000 yarcia by 500 yards. Included in this area wus both drop fields,
the bombed remsins of the barracks, oificers guarters and various headw
quarters buildings. These buildings were all constructed of reinforced
conerete and would afford excellent gun gites and OPs to ward off any
attack. The RCT CF, 2d Batitalion CFy; artillery CP and fire controel center
(Lk), (L5), Personal knowledge; (L6) A~2, p. Tj
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plugs the improvised hospitsl had €11 besn established in the old barracks
roins. The thres storied building was a;:xpifammly one-guarter mile
longe All recovered .amilmry pleses were massed on the parade ground
(Piedd #a"). (47) (See Map D)

The ROT Commander requested, and the Commanding General, XI Corps
approvad, the cancellation of the drop of the third 1ifb of parachutists
{lst Battalion wiﬁfmeaé) scheduled to drop at 0830 hour the following
day. Instead of dropping, they were to fly over the iﬁl&ﬁﬂs ‘drop enly
their equipment bundles on Fleld ®A%, proceed to the airstrip in the Suble
Bay area and land, and from there be moved amphibiously te Corregidor.
This change would eliminate the depletlon of the strength of thie unit
resulting from expecied jump casualties. Another factor invelved here
was the fact that casualiies could not be evscusted wuntil the route from
Topside to the bescharea iiad been secured. The heavy casualtles suffered
during She day Were overtaxing the medical fecilities that had been
‘brought in by the assault echelong. 4 hospital had been improvised by
corbining all the aid stations under condrol of the regimental wgém.
(48)

The cost in casuvalties lor the first dey due to enemy sction bhad been

light (21 killed), when the odds azainst the attackers are considered.
The counted enemy losses were 51 wen due o ground fire by the assault
forces. For several hours less than 1,000 men had defied 6,000, well~
equipped and well-entrenched enemy troops. Lven alter the second 1ift
was on the ground and the amphiblous troops ashore, the enemy outnumber-
ed the attackers 2 to 1. The total Americsn foreces on the isiand the
flrst day wes slightly in excess of 3,000, It later developed that the
m%my foree nuubered about 6,000 Japanese Harines, (L9)

Znemy opposition the first day was confined o small arms, martar
and gubomatic f’im directed against the perimeter from a1l sgides. This
fire grew in intensity as dark approached. It was apparent that the enemy
was recovering from the ini‘i:.ml shock of the unexpected assault. Very lew
(L7) Personal knowledge; (LB) &~l, v. Shy (LF) Personal knowledge.
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enemy personnel were seen. His fire was coming from the many underground
emplacements and caves in the area, (50)

 Before dark, sutomatic weapons had been sited to cover the most like=
1y avenuesof approach into the perimeter. Mortar and srtillery pleces
had re:gistamﬁ wmﬁzanwatmm along these avenues of a;;prméh* It was
felt that the position could be held against whatever forces the enemy
aauldfﬁhrﬂw againat ﬁh@ perimeter. Occupation of Malinta Hill and the
‘ éri%iaal terrain on Topside had aplit the enemy forces. (51) :
Being familiar with the enemy habit of putting his wire communications
" above grauﬁd, the pre-asssault shelling and bombing must have completely
disrupted his wire system. The nature of the tarraia‘was such that radio
commaniication would be difficult due to the cliffs, land masges and deep
ravinss, This assumption later proved correct as a coordinated attack

by all his foreces at one time navér did develop. ?his apparsnt lack of

rication facilities was one of the contributing factors to the
anﬁmy‘s failure to abta&n coordination of his efforts. (52)

| During the night artillery and mortar kept up harassing fires on
likely avenues of approach to discourage any ﬁnamy'thoughts of a banzal
attack, The two destroyers supporting the ground forees illuminated the
?en%irﬁ island at irregular inmtervals throughout the night. Enemy fire
during the night was constant and heavy, but harassing in effect. (53}

At dawn, 17 Febraary l?hg; units of the 3d Battalion, 503d Perachute

Infantry Regiment, supported by one company of the 2d Battalion, launched
a coordinated attack apainst H@rrisen‘?éint and thabhill just southeast
of this point. This hill dominsted the roubte to the beach area. FEy 1000
hours this critical térraim‘faatur@ had been teken against surprisingly
light aﬁgﬁ#iﬁi@n. Failure of the enemy to defend this srea was one of tha_
worst blunders he made during the entire campaign. It should have been
spparent that the first efforts of the attackers would be to effect
contact between the forces on Topside and those on Malinta Hill. (5h)
(5ee Map E)
(50), (51); (52), (53), (5L), Personal knowledge.
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Thus, the objective of a gradual amlarg@g&nt of the perimeter with
constant reduction of the enemy, while the 3d Battalion, 3Lth Infantry
contained the defenders inside ¥alinta Hill, had been launched. (55)

Coincident with the attack on ﬁa&risoﬁ Point, and Morrison Hill, the -
remainder of the 2d ﬁattalian launched its first assault on the old battery
position north of Wheeler Point. This concrebe and steel reinforeed
position was the fﬁrmer gite of & 16 inch Coast Artillery piecs, and was
characterized by underground storage spaces, tunnels, ventilator shalts
and innumberable apertures for automatic weapons fire. When driven
underground, the enemy simply kept moving from one position to another. It
was not until late on the following day that the position wes finally clear-
ed when one of the many white phosphorns grenaded dropped inside through the
ventilator shafts finally ignited powder and ammunition stored inside. (56)
(See ¥ap &

During the day water, rations and ammunition were replenished when an
aerial resupply was accomplished on *A" Field, fThis resupply mission was
carried out by a detachment of the RCT Service Company who had seb up &
rear supply base at the airstrip-on ¥indoro. &n interesting feature of
this resupply was that of 1,250 gallons of water dropped free (i.e. without
parachute) from a height of about LOO feet, more than 80% of it was recover-
ed intaet and undemaged., (57) The water was particularly welcomed as the
canteens each man had when he landed had long since been consumed and there
was no water to be had in the area held on Topside. A disagreeable feature
of aaéh.aerial resupply was that as goon as the bundles began to land, the
enemy would lay down a heavy morter and antomatic weapons barrage on the
field from his hidden positions, This meant that everyone was pinned down
during the barrage, including the artillery gun crews. Why these barrages
were not fired at other times remains an oriental mystery. (58)

The third 1ift of the Parachute RCT (lst Battalion, reinforced)
flew over the island as scheduled, dropped their bundles and proceeded

(55), (56), Personal knowledge; (57) A-7, (Supply Report, p. 1); (58) Per-
sonal knowledge. 01



to the alrfields at Suble Bey. Hers aﬁ@ﬁher exampls of the excellent
¢ooperation and coordination characterizing the whole operation occurred,
‘Trucks were waiting at the airstrip and rushed this unit to the docks
where it. embarked on the waiting APDs (Attack Personnel Destroyers). This
operation *!t:’mf not anticipated or scheduled, | yet it was orgeniszed on the
briefest of @vwae warning and operated perfectly. (59) 4s the unid
was approaching the San Jose beach ares, it came under heavy fire from

caves Iooking

peaward located in the faces of the cliffs, These caves
could not be fired on by either the troops on Topside or those on Malinta
Hill. The AFPDs pulled away from the beach and our "floating artillery®,
tm.we desbroyers, wmoved iri and silenced the enemy guns. Having spotied
the cave openings during the Japanese Iiring, the destroyers fired point
blank inte the cave openings wnd must bave accounted for numerous enemy
personnsls Here again we see excellent coordination and cooperation
bétmen the military and naval foprces. (60)

By 1630 hours the lat i&aﬁﬁalim had landed, moved inland from the
beach for o few hundred yards and set up & perimeter for the night. (63:);'
(see Yap B)

Two jeeps landing with the lst Battalion attempted to make the run
from the beach srea to Topside. Although the distance to be travelled
was only sbout1500yards along a fairly serviceable paved road, these
Jeeps ran a gmmgﬁ of enemy fire and one was sc badly damaged by enemy
fire that it barely aémplafmd the trip snd never was used again, The other
Jeep was invaluable for hauling ammunition and mm*iﬁg artillery pieces.

It was the only transportation on Topside. (62)

With the jeeps mmg run this gauntlet of enemy fire amd our other
battalion being on the island, the spirits of everyone rose as it was felt
that the way to the beach arsa would soon be open and 611:5' dead and seriously
wounded could be evacuated. (63)

The end of 17 Pebruary 1945 saw the perimeter of the previous day

{59) Personsl knowledgey (60), h-l, pe 5Ly (61), (62), (63), Personal
knowledge.
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8lightly enlarged and units of the 3d Batialion, 503d Parachute Infantry
dug in on the top of Morrison Hill. (6L) (See Hap E) |

The operations on this day set the pattern to be follewed throughout
the entire operations Patrols of platoon and company aﬁ,gé moved out from
the perimeter during daylight hours and destroyed whatever enemy Iorces
encountered, then moved back to their perimeter p%iﬁi@ﬁa befors dark.
During the night the enemy would move back into positions that had been
wrested from him during the dzy at heavy casualties to his forces. The
following day the procedure would be repeated, An SOP for taing certain
paﬁi‘&mm was developed. A8 s matter of course, all caves teken during
the day were sealed by demolitions, (65) |

Our dead for the two days operations was 29 KIA or DOW, while the

counted enemy dead was announced as 36L. (66)

The RCT Commanderts plan to use the 3d Battalion; 3hth Infantry as a

hlﬁ(? in

- force to contain that portion of the enemy forces on the eastern
end of the island snd inside the btunnels of Malinta H{ll, while the 503d
Parachute ROT destroyed his forces on the western end of the island, was
succeeding better than anyone could have hopede (67)

The night of 17 Pebruary 1945 was sgain marked by intermittent
haragsing fire into the perimeter area. Our usual artillery and mortar
harassing fire continued. During the night an enemy column, estimated at
200, was seen moving west from the i&almtaﬂill ares. The destroyers
were alerted and fired star shells for illuminstion and srtillery fire was
directed on this column, Whether this column was moving into position to
lsunch an attack on the forces on Topside or Morrison Hill is unknown.

If that was his iatention, the artillery fire landing right on his column
had discouraged this undertaking, Later events indicated that this force
probably had been oecupying éasimema along the route from the beach
area to Topside and, after seing the lat Battalion land and being unshle
to withdraw inside Malinta éin, were trying to make iheir way to the

(6L), (63), ?arsonal'knwledga; (66) a~2, overlay number I a~T, Medical
reporty (67) Personal knowledge. |
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western end of the island to rejoin the enemy forces located there, (68)
Kmrl,y on %;?ha morning of 18 Fabmm, the lst Battalion, 503d Pars-
ﬁkmm InfMtw Wﬁd through scattered enemy firve and jeined the units
on f,@psigﬁé; ?ha three infantry im%alim comnanders were ealled to the
RCT CP gmﬁ a r&ﬁmﬁ'ﬂiﬁg of areas of responsibility was accomplished,
Each h#tﬁalian waa giv“an an arm of responsibility on the western portion
of thw island gxrm@mlm wedge shaped. The southern zone went o the lst
Bat’oaii«sm; m 2d Bmw.m getting the area from the noith to the south-
wﬁat; and the, 4 B&t‘&aliau'a area extending from the north to the south-
(See ”Map F) m order given to the batialion commanders by the
Rﬂ? xﬁmﬁér wae pwﬁa‘bly one of the ghortest and most terse operation

/v@mﬂm rma:q given, walaar the demm Rips from your area. Coordinate your
bpaxaﬁiam ‘mwugh m« or my staff.®  (69)

ﬁ‘he wéd to the beach area was sufficlently cleared early on 18
?&bﬁm )(91;5, B0 tkmt evacuation of the dead and seriously wounded to the
beach ﬁ%& gould Mgim The desd and wounded were picked up at the beach
by wn:%;er ti{*mmm. ; ’%‘at&r borne supply began for all units. (70)

ﬁw t}ﬂat this mw was open, the 18%th Portable Surglcal Hospital was
mcwa& ?@psmﬁa and wpgarteﬂ all units on the island. They set up in the
barrm:ks m«m aéjwm% to the aid statlons and rendered outstanding medi-
cal auppaﬂ} for ’f.he halamm of the operation. (71)

Qp&m‘tﬁ@m on m ‘&‘ehmary 1945 continued along familiar lines.
Patrols W@d out ﬁ*@m t.hs perimeter, sccompanied by flame thrmr and

amlm“n crews i‘rm the De

emolitions Plateon of the Regimental Haadw

qaarwm ‘ﬁampany and. demliﬁim parties from the Engineer Company. Re=
dtm‘&iw/ of the anemy atremg points followed this general pattern. Fire
summm by point b’,‘:‘::j
W@%&& and the i‘ire a&f the maching guns drove the enemy below ground.

~f§.ra of the artillery, 8l-mm and &Owmm mortars

The éasaulﬁ troops tmn mmd forward and either destroyed the enemy
by ffmm from the flame tilmwera or sealed them inside their positions

é \

by «a olitionss To elmmm casualties of our own forces, caused by
(ésls, (69), (70}, Pemmai knowledges (71) A~7 (Supply report, p. 2)
. Lo ol
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the back blasts of the [lame thrower when fired into small cave and
bunicer openings, & new method of using the [lame throwers was devised.
Afber the unignited fusl of the flame throwsrs had been directed inﬁa

the enemy positions, it wee ignited by WP grenades, If the enemy position
required extensive demolitions bo seal its meny oponings, the assanlt
troops of the paratreopers pushed shead and dropped off engineer troops

to complete the job. (72) |

The perimeter was sxtended some 500 yards to the west in the eourse
of the days operationss By nightfall 1,090 enemy dead had been counted.
¥any snemy perished inside their underground positions or were sealed
inside. (73) (See Map ¥)

Two incidents during the night of 18 - 19 F&bruar§‘19&§ 1llustrate
the confusion reigning among the snemy. OLhe first of these incidents
occdrred in the Breskwater Point ares when the enemy resorted to his ald
technigue of mass suicide. An underground argenal was exploded, killing
uanumbered enemy. The survivors of the blast, about twenty in number,
strsamed out ol the underground posiilon, formed a circle and upon command,
armed thelr grenadeg and held them Lo their gtomachs, The other incident
was & woll coordinsted enemy abisek, launched sbout 0300 héurg 17 February
19LEs up the ravine locsted on tha northwestorn corner of the i@lﬁn&,
againgt the 24 Baltalion. As soon as this attack was digcovered, the
naval support perty called on the destroyers to five gler shells to
$1Tmeinete the island, This fllumination was furnished and the athack
was repelled by dayliphbes Some enemy troops succeeded in reaching the
2d Bettalion CP and tossing grenades inside the building before they were
finslly driven off, Our units suffered heavy casuslties but the enemy
dead wane estimated at several hundred. Many of the snemy desd resulbed
from thelr troops Ialling over the sdge of the ¢liffs when rushing our
poaition. These positlons wers located directly on the edge of sheser
cliffs. {7k} (Ses Wp ¥)
| The days operstions Lor 19 February 1345 Iirst begun with a systematiec
elimination of the snemy wio had infiltrated inside the perimeter during the
early morning atiack. In the area being worked over by the lst Battalion

(72)5 (73)s (7h), Personal knowledge.
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(the southern sector of the main part of the island), the'alirfs were so
: gteep ﬁh&t hand-carrying of personnel and evacuation of casuslties back
up thé cliffs was not feasible. %o overcome this difficulty, the Navy
sent LOVPs to the beach carrying water and ammnition and evacuated the dead
and wounded on their return trips. (75) ‘
The balance of the day of 19 February 1945 was spent in the system-
atic ¢losing of caves and elimination of the enemy wherever  found. (76)
Before dark, the perimeter was pulled back to that held previous to
its expansion to the west during the operations on 18 February 1945. It
was felt that the enemy had definitely recovered from his initial shock
and that the thinly held expanded perimeter invited attack. (77)
(See Map @)
The cumulative counted enemy dead had mounted to 1,553, of which the
3d Battalion, 3hth Infantry atop Malinta Hill had accounted for 230. (78)
Despite all efforts to contain the enemy forces ingide Malinta Hill, each
night they attempted to infiltrate out from the hillfs many tunnels and
. some succeeded in their escape effeort. (79)
The operationg 20-23 February 1945 continued along the same lines.
{See Map G) Patrols were being sent along the beach aress to clean out
the caves that could not be cleared from above., Here it was impossible
to call on the ever present air foree for support. The cliffs in most
of the area were sheer and ruse to a height of several hundred feet. The
beach areaalong the base of these cliffs was from 50 yards wide to a
few feet in some places. The enemy had gun positions in caves along the
face of the cliff that they entered from tunnels dug from atop the cliff,
Some aavas‘wereklaeatﬁﬁ aleng the water line. Here the destroyers won
their laurels. 4 parachufe officer would go aboard the destroyers to
point out the positions th&t could not be raashgd from the beach area |
or above., The destroyers would then move to within a few hundred yards

(75), (76)s {77), Personal knowledge; (78) A~2, overlay number 13; (79)
Pergonal knowledie.

v26



of the shore and wa:i the caves by firing point blank into their entrances.
Units of the 2d Battalion discovered and destroyed the apparatus whereby
the enemy could electrically explode a series of sea mines locsted in

 the chanmel of the bay between the island and Batasn Peninsula sboub 1}
miles to the north. {80)

The aid given by sir support cannot be overestimateds A8 an example,
31 P-~47s expended 1,000 gallons of Napalme 38, 500 pound bombs and 3,000
rounds of »50 galiber ammnition in a gupport mission for one cowpany in
ite assault on Just one pnaimona {81) ,

Enowing the enemy practice of blowing himself up when wrnéred, s
81l important question in everyone's mind was "what would happen should he
attempt to explode Malinta Hill with ite many tunnels probably stored
full of arsunition and explosives?" At 2130 hours the night of 21-22
Februery 1&5 the dreaded explogion oceurred, The entire island and the
southern part of Batasn Peninsuls shook snd trembled like a leai in the
winde Flames and debris poured from every %ml enbrances There vmw ‘
many landslides, Casualties among the troops of the 3d Battalion, Bigth

Infantry, atop the hill, were heavy. But the masg of the hill still

atood after the explosion. (82) Later questioning of prisoners of war
who were inside the hill end survived the explosion disclosed that the

explosion was intentionsl and was meant to elimir

ite the troope blocking
the tunnel entrances to the west so that & coordinated enemy attack could
be launched against the troop:

» on Topside. However what was intended
88 & conbrollied explosion @mwéaé the intentions of the snenmy commander
and pesulted in many cesualties among his own troops. In the ensuing
confusion many enemy tried a dash to freedom Irom the tunnel entrances
and those who were not killed by heavy mschine gun fire and mortar con~
centrations, escaped to the wt&m ‘end of the island. A1l t.hcughﬁs of
an attack on T&pé"aiﬁ& were sbandoned, (83)

The last major eneny assault sgainst our perimeter on Topside

(30) Personal knowledge; (81) A~ky pe 135 (62) &=L, pe Sky Personal know-
ledge; (83) Persomal knowledge.
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occurred about 0930 hour, 23 February 1945 when an a ttack by about LOO
_enemy cecnrred in the Wheeler Point area. After some temporary gains,

“this enemy foree was decimated by the concentrated: fire of the 2d Battam@n
from the land approach and the five inch naval gunfire of the destroyers
from the ses side. (BL) (See Map @)

By dusk, 23 Pebruary 19L5 the toll of counted enemy dead had reached
a total of 2,66, (85) Our dead as & result of enemy fire had risen to
99. (86)

The western portion of the island had been sufficiently cleared so
that attention could be turned to the enemy forces on the tail of the
island east of Mallinta Hill. (87) |

The plan adapted by the RCT Commander envisaged turning over respon=
8ibility for the entire eastern portion of the island west of Malinta
Hill to the 2d Babtalion, 503d Parachute Infantry, The 1st and 3d
Battalions, 507 Parachute Infantry would bé moved to the Melinta Hill
area and attack east in column down the teil of the island, (88 )-=
{sse Map B)

The attack jumped off early on the morning of 2L February with the
1st Battalion leading. With excellent fire suppert from the 3d Battalion,
34th Infantry from their positions atop Malinta Hill, field artillery
support from Topside and support from naval and air units, the lst Battalion
had advanced east about 800 yards by night fall to a general line Infantry
Point~Camp Point. (B9) (See Map H)

The air units giving support dﬂring this phase of the operation
were at times so numercus that long waits occurred before the planes
could get in over the island and drop their deadly cargoes. The air
obgerver and support party had set up their installations atop Malinta
Hill which gave them excellent observation o;f the entire eastern end of
the island. Eombers and fighter planes returning to their bases from
strikes made on Lugon would fly over the island and, if they had any
28&3 Personal knowledge; (85) A=k, p. 163 (86) A-7, Medical report, p. 1}

87) &=k, pe 163 (88) A=h, p. 163 Personal knowledge; (89) A-L, p. 163
Personal knowledge.
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‘bombs or ammnition left, ask for permission to join in the continuous
pounding and strafing taking place ﬁﬂﬁi} ahead of the grownd assault units.
T&?g@tﬁ'fwr the air support units would be marked by smoke shells., At
times the eneny

sust have thought that the entire air strength of the
Pacific Southwest was directed against him. (90)

45 the lst Battalion advanced east, the 3d Battelion, 503d Para-
ehute Infantry followsd close behind and mopped up the enemy who had
taken refuge in his underground positions, {(91)

During the night of 2 - 25 February 19l5, the enemy was seen con~
centrating a force estimated at 600 east of the line held by the lst
Battalion, Just as his attack was launched against our positions, the
concentrated fire of the parachute artillery battalion was brought down
on his forces. The laland tail at this point is sbout LOO yards wide.
With the artiliery fire and the fire of an entire battalion directed
against this force, it was decimated. Less than 100 of the originsl
force was belisved to have survived. (92)

On 25 Februsry 1945, the 3d Battalion, 3lth Infantry was relieved
by th3'2ﬁ~ﬁa%talian, iﬂlst Infantry, The work of the 3d Battslion, 3hth
Infantry h&d‘aantri@uﬁﬁﬁ immeasurably to the success of the operation.
When they departed from the island tﬂ@y'lﬁfﬁ behind 815 snemy who had
died at the mouth of their guns. (33) |

- In the mﬁamiimé the 2d Battalion, 503d Parachute Infantry continued
their mopping up of the western portion of the island. (9&) {See Map H)

A8 the enemy was squeezed further inbo the tail of the island,
nany tried to escape by swimming or by rafts to southern Bataan. Initial
attempts were made to yiak them up by 1OMs and PT b@até, but many of
them were armed and fought off rescue. Therealter they became targels
of opportunity for fighﬁer planes and PT boats patrolling the Narrow
channel separating thﬁ;iﬁlan& from southern Batasn. (95)

Operations on 25 Februery 15LS extended the forees of the lst

(90) &=6, po 183 (91) A=k, pe 163 Personal knowledgej (92) &~T, pe 33
£93) &=75 pe 33 (9h) ﬁﬁh, pe 163 (95) A~ly p. 17; Personal knowledges
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Battaliony 503d Parectmte Infuntey to o general line Cavalry Pointelonkey
Pointe The two days operation sast fram Mellobe HA1L hed cost the
enopy 14237 in counted deads (96) (See Hap H)

The 1st Ssttalion, 5034 Fersghute Infuntey cortimued lbe relentless

wdvance east on 26 Febroary, Just as the forces of this battalion had
gured the high ground in the
underground aregens) benssth the hill, This blast wes so teprific that
the enbire hill wee blown up and & revine created ahere Phers had been &
hille The lst Battelion sullored 196 killed or injureds (57) The 34
Battaliony 503d Parsebnte Infentey whieh had beoen foliosing clogely
baliind the lst Battalion lmeedistely pessed through the badly shaken lst
Pabtulion and contimied the relentless drive to the sasts This act of

onkey Foint ares, the enemy blew up an

degperation un the port of the enemy sliminated the last songentratioan

of eney in forcs on the lslunds (98)

By 1600 howrg, 25 Pebruary sdvince slsments of the 3d Babialiony
 503d Farechute Infantry bad rescbed the esstern (99)
{See Hap 1)

The finel ssssult on the castern end of the lslanc was made on
2T Pebrusry by the 3d Batialion, 5034 Paractute Inluntrys By the end of
the dey our forces bad reached the sustern extremiiy of the islands (3es

srd of the lslan

Hap ¥) Tho lst Dettalion, 5034 Parachube Inisntry wes withdrewn to
Topaide 40 reopginise during the days (100)

#ith the 3d Battelion ccoupying the estorn end of the island, the
2d Battaliong 1516% Infantry logatsd in the ¥alinte Bi11 aree and the
balense of the forces located on Popaide, the close support thet hud
been furniahed by the sir anits had to ccase due 10 Balely reaonbe
Although the major part of the o wny Lorses had beon elimbnated, b Btd31
ny elilfse The
destroyers moved in and geve cloge support Lo the growsd wnite dn thely

oeupled mony cuves slong the base of Corregidor!s s

moppdng up exevelscs. This mopping vp cordinued until the Parechute
ROT was withdvewn from the island and rotatened to Mindoro Islend on

- § Maveh 1945, (101)

(90) heliy we 16173 (D7) 2Ty pe Iobp (B0} 87y pe by (92) ivly oo 173
(I00) d=by pe 173 (2OL) Porgonal }ﬁ?gﬂl siitie
o)




On 2 Harch 1945, which incidentally wes the third ammiversary of
the aativéti@n of the 503d Paracbuia Infentry Regiment, Gencral Mag-
Arthur accompanied by General Kreuger snd a large party of dignateries
vigited the island. General MacArthur presided at a flag raising ceremeny
on Topside and the fortress Corregidor waes officially presented to General
Bacirthur by the RGT Commander, (1@2}

It would be appropriate at this point to include & few remarks aboub
the exgellent £ira;3np§ar§ given the ground forees by air and navel units.
During the period 16 - 25 |February, 30 close air support missions had
been called for and dgliv%red;, Ammonition exy&ﬁﬁ@d by these air units
totalled 34,900 gallons Q& Napalm, 286 500 pound demolition bombs and
158,800 rounds of .50 aa&?&bax ammunition. The two &upgarting destroyers
had fired &k #eparate fi%e missions on the wesbtern half »f the island
alone during i;h&”-g;ari@&?;;é ~ 28 Februarys Iﬂiantry and engineer dam
melitimn aaalea 0ver hgﬂ caves and tunnels and @xpanaa& 34, 500 pounda
of explagivws. {103) é

Thus 1n.abﬁnt twor m@&km, this island fartreas had been wrested
fram,apprmxmmat@ly’é,dﬁﬁ @namy‘by 2,700 parachutists (including 600
‘fiald artillﬁrymem\ané @ngxn@&rs) and 1,100 standard infantrymen, The
RCT suff&raﬁ 165 kill&ﬂ, 615 wounded or injured, while the attached
unite 1a$t~h5 killed auﬁ lfh'wanndaé or injureds The enﬁmy‘tbtal
a@annﬁad h@ Ly b9t &a&ﬁ, 1@ prisoners of war and uncounted hundreds
killaﬁ,wr aaaiad in«tne una@rgraund tunnels and caves. {(10L)

?ﬁiﬂ mbaratian«m&y beat be described by the following quotation:

”Thia ahrengly iartmimad, natural defensive arca, defended te

’tﬁa p@imt of annmhilatian by & well eguipped, nuﬁﬁrlaally superior,

and fanatieal anmmy} was reduced in a peried @i beelve days. Care-

ful planminﬁ, amﬁlmyment of the element of surprise, and the

} determined att&c}a by skillful troops, perfectly coordinated with

{
{

[ air and uaval &upport again proved an mebeatable comblination®

(105)

: \

|

(1@8) A»?, pe U3 F&raonal kmawledLﬁ; (103) a~h, pe 185 (104) A-h, p. 183
(lﬁh) ﬁ""ﬁ., e 183 :
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_ABALYSIS AND CRITICISM

The i‘irs% thought that comes to mind :in an ana&ysis of this espemt.ian
is *bhat aubaequem events bear out the pre-operation sstimate that the
airbnrne aswnlt would be mare ewnmaiaal in American casualties than if
the island's reduction had been attempted by amphibious assault alone.
The element of au?priafe obtained by an airborne asssult and the immediate
oceupation of the eritieal terrain features outweighed the advantage
wcm:mg to the enemy by his s‘u@ari@uy in forces. -

We see in the failure of the enemy to prepare antiairborne defenses
a blunder that eventually led to his daatmeﬁien. His assumption that
airbom forces mﬂd not attempt a landing, simply because he would not
| dare the landing himself, % d to his undoing. Here we see the Japanese
falling vietin te the sane l@&ﬂm they had taught the English at Singa-
pore when this Haval vase fell because the English considered a back
door attack on the base so difficult that it would not be attempted.

The tactical naval and air support furnished throughout the entire
operation demonstrated what can be mccomplished when close liaison is
maintained between sll srme and services. The close comradeship
established by having the air and naval liaison personnel jump with the
assault elements paid big dividends. This fire support was available
during the first eritical moments df the assault which experience hes
shown is usually the time this support is needed most.

The failure of the enemy commander to czie;fend the eritical terrain
features preventing a link-up between the airborne units and amphi~-
bious units can only be attributed to his slow recovery from the
shock of the initial landing.

In an operation of this sort where little or no information is
known of enemy strength or éiﬁpﬁ%iﬁiﬁmﬂ, the simple plan adopted by the
assault cammazxd;ar’ ismvad its worth.

The skill of the Japanese Commander in disposing his troops and
taking advantage of cover and concealment is evident. Ths job was done
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8o well that the best intelligence estimates of enemy forces on the
isiamd placed his strength at 850, when it actually approximated 6,000,

The hagards of the airborne assault due to unsuitable landing areas
were leaaéned by having each jumpmaster fly over the landing areas and
familiarise himself with the obstscles m be encountereds The mental
and physical conditloning of the airborne asssult troops contributed
greatly in overcoming these hasards.

Th&»pr&ati@a of familisrization and firing ef‘all;inf&ntry‘wmapcns
by &ll wen in this RCT proved invaluable. It enabled the ROT comnander<..
to organize six more machine gun platoons within a few days time.

This operation demonstrated that parachutists can be dropped on any

arca in larga i¢~bﬁr$ if the high expected casualty rate will be initially
accepted and plans made %o diminish this rate by adjustments in the
number of men droppsd from each plane at each pass over the landing area.

| Failure of the Japanese commander to maintain communication

between the elements of his comman

d prevented any sort of centralized
control.

The repid advance of the asseult elements in this operation was.
possible by the practice of dropping off specialists in demolitions work
plus some infantrymen to complete the iob of sealing caves and mopping
up by-passed enémy, More assistance can also be glven the nedical aid
men in the treatment and evacustion of casualiies if the assault elements
contimme Yo push forward instead éf stopping and trying to render [irst
ald themselves.

~ The a&ta&liﬁhﬁen% of & defensive perimeter was sccomplished esrly
enough during each day to enable the artillery support to register their
guns for close defensive fire before dark. This practice enabled the
artillery alone to break-up several enemy atbacks on the perimeter.

‘The death @f tﬁe eﬁﬁmy island commander on the first day of the
qparati@n iliustrétaa’& point worth noting. When an airborne assault is
in progress or has been completed, the post of the commander of the
33



defending elements should be at his CF where he can best direct the efforts
of the defending forces. It is interesting to note that & similar fgw
befell a German defensive division commander during the airberne assault
on Normandy. He, tvo, had decided to meke a recohnaissance and lell
victim to the seattered forces of the inveding airborne troops. (106)
Probsbly the best summation of the operation is given in General
Order Number 53, War Department, 1945 which conferred the distinguished
unit citation on the R0T. This order reads in part, "One of the most
difficult missions of the Pacifie War - - -they attacked savegely
against numerically superior enemy, defeated him completely, and seised
the fortress. Their magnificent coursge, tenacity, and gallantry
avenged the victims of Corregidor of 1942 and achieved & significant

victory for the Unitsd States Army."

1. fme primipla cf war may be viela’&ed :I,f yrop&r cmpematimn far

the vﬁ.elatim :im mmm by ﬂm agraaaive ez:@l@itatimn af m,her prin~

'm. I‘tz can be f&tal :L:{i‘ ﬁm e&pabiiitias and in%ntions atwi%ﬁted

to the en@my m yfmr ea%imate aralimited ‘to only those things that you

’vmuld do yourself in like cimumtaneas.

3. Close lia.ison Mtween ’ehe suppor‘be& aﬁd supperting ﬁni‘h is |

mem preper and adequate fire sﬁppar% can be expecied.
L. The defender of an area must ezgnm ami defend all critical

b

terpain feal

7*‘*"‘%11% araa if he expeeta to be aueaaas.i‘ul.

5. ﬁimplicity of a plan wm usually lsad *bm a more ngeroua aml

ai‘ficiant exaentim oi” t.ha ;:zlan.
N\ & mm atilimtian of cmr snci concealment and an ai‘fisiant

3 will: Lmé ta an undar aatimaticm ai‘ tha nnmber af.’

tmam :m the ma.

1.6) .5.“"8 » pc 129‘136.
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Te ﬁe arsa shonld be canwiaerad as lnvulnerable to aﬁ airbarnﬁ

aszsault simply betsuse the features of the terrain waulu discuuW&ga

B

such an assaulbe

84 All mmfantryman shauld be instrﬁcted iﬂ tmﬂ naa ei all weapons

organic to tﬂﬁ infaatry rabl&ﬂnt;

Fe Aaﬁault‘ei $mt&‘mxst alwayﬁ p&&h ;arwax& vigarausly. ¥opping up

and the aarﬁ amﬁ @vaauatian ef ecasualbies mnst be bwft to unmta follow-
ing the assault elements.

lﬂ. Ferimet&ra should Em eﬁt&nliﬁhad earlj'anuugh éurimg the day to

@nabla artillary'p&ecea bo re*lstar five clos@ é&fmmsive fires pefore

d&l" k;o

11, Gommunication between the elements of any command is mecessary

bafar@-@ﬁntra}izaé,saatrml and eoordinated effort can be aéenmpliﬁhaa.
12, ‘ﬁhenﬁvar possible ail jumpwasters in alrbcrna unxts;ﬁhauld

maﬁe a personal air rsceﬁnaiasanae of nhamr 1andxmg areas priar ﬁo

thair aatnal,auw@g

13« The post of & defandiﬁg compander during an alrborne assanlt on

hl& positian ahauld be hzs G.P.’ Ha must;depend on strabesifully located

.Pa. and W@Tﬂlﬂﬁ stations for ¢n§ermatmcn he dﬁsirﬁﬁ gbout the

asaauitxng units,
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